
 

 

 

How to use ATA Carnet 

This guide has been created with the aim of helping ATA Carnet holders to use the document 

correctly thereby minimizing the exposure to potential claims from the foreign Customs. 

 

The Carnet transaction cycle usually consists of the following elements:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Validation: All ATA Carnets must be Validated by HMRC / BF before the first use (this will be 

done at the same time the Exportation Counterfoils and Vouchers are being endorsed.  

Exportation: this refers to UK goods leaving / exiting from the UK  

Importation: this is entry into a country of temporary admission (working visit).  

Re-exportation: this is the departure or exit from the country of temporary admission  

Re-importation: the return of goods to the UK  

Transit: transits are rarely used, but may be required if your goods are moving through one 

Carnet country en-route to another (i.e. driving through EU on the way to a working visit to 

Switzerland counts as Transit. Note that Changing flights does not count as transit). Russia and 

Switzerland may request transits in case the goods are inspected away from the national 

border.  

Vouchers: Are completed by the holder and detached/removed form the Carnet by Customs 

officials. Vouchers serve as a Customs declaration and must be signed by the Holder    

Counterfoils: Are completed by Customs and serve as receipt audit trail for each declaration 

lodged  

 

Carnet validation (on 1st use) 

+                                  

Exportation- from the UK 

Importation (or open transit) - 

Country of temporary Admission  

Re-exportation (or close transit) – 

Country of temporary admission   

Re-Importation into the UK   



 

 

Green Front Cover 

 

1.  Carnet Holder must Sign Box J  
2.  HMRC must endorse and complete the relevant fields in Box H on exit from the  

                        UK* 
3.   If the person travelling with the Carnet is not listed in Box B, then the person that 

signed Box J will need to hold a Letter of Authorisation (signed by the person 
who signed Box J)   

THIS SECTION WILL SHOW THE COUNTRIES THAT THE CARNET IS 

VALID FOR – PLEASE ENSURE THAT THIS REFLECTS YOUR INTENDED 

ITINERARY. 
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2 

1 

     BF 

STAMP + 
SIGNATURE 



 

 

* Failure to get Box H endorsed by HMRC may result in Carnet being 
rejected by the foreign Customs 
 

Yellow Exportation Voucher (Exit from the UK) completed by the Holder + HMRC / BF 

 

1. Carnet Holder must declare the items being exported in Box F. A 

2. Carnet Holder must complete and sign F.E 

3. UK BF officer at the Office of Export will complete, sign and stamp Box H and remove 

this Exportation voucher from the Carnet and forward it to NCU in Salford 
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 1 

     BF 

STAMP + 
SIGNATURE 



 

 

 

Yellow Counterfoils Exportation (Exit from the UK) completed by the HMRC / BF 

 

 

1. UK Customs office (Office of Export) that validated the Front Cover will endorse Box 1 - 

6 and stamp + sign Box 7  

2. Holder and Customs must ensure that the items stated in box 1 are the same as 

declared on the Exportation Voucher. 

 

 

 

1 

2 

     BF 

STAMP + 
SIGNATURE 



 

 

White Importation Voucher (importation into destination Carnet Country) completed by the 

Holder + foreign Customs 

 Host Country / The country of temporary admission will detach and retain this voucher 

1. Carnet Holder must declare in Box F.A the number of items you are importing 

2. Carnet Holder must sign and date Box F.D 

3. Host Country / The country of temporary admission will endorse Box H 

****IMPORTANT**** A restricted date less the overall validity of the Carnet may be imposed in 

Box H.b The items MUST be re-exported before or at the latest by this date (or the Holder must 

apply for extension by contacting the office that processed the Importation). 

 

****IMPORTANT**

** 

1 

2 

3 

FOREIGN 

CUSTOMS STAMP + 

SIGNATURE 



 

 

White Counterfoil(s)- Importation – completed by foreign Customs that stamped the 

Importation Voucher 

1. Host Country / The country of temporary admission Customs officer will specify the 

number of items declared on importation in Box 1 and complete Boxes 2-7 (Holder and 

Customs must ensure that the items stated in box 1 are the same as declared on the 

Importation Voucher) 

 

2. A restricted date for the final date of re-exportation may be imposed in Box 2. Your 

items must be re-exported before this date to avoid any penalties or you must apply for 

extension by contacting the office that processed the Importation 

 

1 

2 

3 

 

FOREIGN 

CUSTOMS STAMP + 

SIGNATURE 



 

 

3. Host Country / The country of temporary admission must endorse, Sign and stamp the 

Box 8  

White Re-exportation Voucher (re-exportation from the foreign Carnet Country) 

completed by the Carnet Holder + foreign Customs 

1. Holder must declare the number of items being re-exported In Box F Part A* 

2.  Holder must sign and date Box F.E 

 

1 

2 

3 

FOREIGN 

CUSTOMS STAMP + 

SIGNATURE 



 

 

3.  Customs Officer of the host country will complete, stamp + sign section H and remove 

this voucher from the Carnet               

*Any items that are not re-exported must be mentioned in sections F.B or F.C (duty may 

apply)  

White Counterfoil(s)- Re-Exportation completed by foreign Customs that endorsed the Re-

exportation Counterfoil 

 

1. Customs officer that retained the above Re-exportation Voucher will state the number of 

items declared for re-export in Box 1 and complete boxes 2-7* (Holder and Customs 

must ensure that the items stated in box 1 are the same as declared on the Re-

exportation Voucher) 

 

1 

2 

FOREIGN 

CUSTOMS STAMP + 

SIGNATURE 



 

 

 

2. Customs officer must stamp + sign Box 8  

*Any items not re-exported must be stated in box 2 or 3 (+ reason i.e. Duty Paid + Receipt 

no) 

 

Yellow Voucher - Re-Importation (endorsed by HMRC / BF at the point of entry into UK) 

 

1. Holder must declare the number of items being re-imported In Box F Part A 

2.  Holder must sign and date Box F.D 

 

1 

2 

3 

     BF 

STAMP + 
SIGNATURE 



 

 

3.  HMRC / BF Officer at the office of entry into the UK will complete, stamp + sign section 

H and remove this voucher from the Carnet. The Voucher will be sent to NCU in Salford  

 

Yellow Counterfoil(s) Re-importation completed by the HMRC / BF Officer that endorsed the 

Re-importation Counterfoil  

 

1. HMRC / BF must complete the number of items declared in Box 1 

2. HMRC / BF must endorse, sign and stamp Box. 7 

****Important ***Check the number of items stated in Box 1 reflects the same number of items 

declared on the reimportation Voucher. 

 

1 

2 

     BF 

STAMP + 
SIGNATURE 



 

 

Points to Remember 

• Do not lose or misplace the Carnet – Not all countries accept replacements and the loss 
of a Carnet can be both problematic and financially costly 
 

• You are only permitted to travel to the countries listed on the Green Front Cover  
 

• Yellow Vouchers and Yellow Counterfoils are for HMRC / BF endorsement only  
 

• White Vouchers and White counterfoils are for the foreign Customs / the country of 
temporary admission only 

 

• ALL items Declared at the point of re-exportation From the UK MUST return within the 
validity of the Carnet 

 

• Check that the items you declare on Importation or re-exportation are correctly reflected 
in Box 1 of the appropriate corresponding counterfoils. ANY items not accounted for 
may become subject to duties and / or penalties by the foreign Customs 

 

• DO NOT exceed any restricted dates imposed. The person travelling with the Carnet can 
check this in Box 2 of the relevant importation counterfoils. Re-export your items before 
or at the very latest on this imposed date. Any exceeded time limits may result in 
Penalties by foreign Customs 

 

• Return your Carnet to the issuing body after the Carnets expiry date, or after all visits 
have been completed.  

 

The named holder of the ATA Carnet is responsible for acquiring the correct validation of the 

ATA Carnet. Not all Customs offices are manned 24 hrs. therefore we strongly advise you check 

at least 24hrs prior to departure that a customs officer is available to validate your Carnet.  

Any Carnet that is not endorsed on re-exportation from a country of visit or does not contain 

final validation that the items covered were duly reimported into the UK prior to its expiry date, 

may be subject to duties and any other administrative charges as per the undertaking 

completed at the time of issue.  

You are advised to make a copy of your Carnet after use and return the original to the address 

shown on the reverse of the Carnet back cover or to LCCI: 

F.A.O Export Documents 

The London Chamber Of Commerce and Industry 

33 Queen Street 

London 

EC4R 1AP 

 


